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??? ?EWS THIS MORNING,

FOREIGN..Boera ,.?.? Kaffirs have fought on
the» western border of the Transvaal, the natives
being defeated after heavy lighting, in which the
Boers lost three men; the total casualtie« In
I_ad". smith since th»» sii go began are 7<i killed
and 288 wounded; the Boera have built a railway
connection around Ladysmith and trains ate

running to Colenso. -=-=-_ A Cernían mail
«steamer Is ashore on the coast of Kent. England;
the seas were breaking over her and lifeboat·
were unable to reach her at a late hour. _=---_-r_

Insurgents arc» returning to the towns In I. :;· >·,

which the American troops do not occupy. _=
Since the arrest of suspected appraleera at Ha¬
vana there has been a marked increase in rús¬

teme; the total receipts for the year at the port,
It is estimated, will reach 111,000,000.
DOMESTIC.The Naval Roard on Construc¬

tion adopted designs fur three new battleships
of 14,0110 tons displacement and nineteen kn .'.s

epeed. which It ls said will be the most formida¬
ble craft atloat. 4 .. General Miles will take
precedence over Admiral Dewey at the Presi¬
dent's New Year's Day reception, the programme
'or *.-'hl<h was announced by Secretary' Porter.

¦*-^= The Republican leaders in Kentucky
issued an address ln reply t'> Democratic, charges
of fraud In the State election. _______ Another
crew, probably numbering ten men, was re¬

ported as having probably been lost by the sink¬
ing of a vessel off Cap*· Hatteras. :-r. The an¬
nual reports of the departments of the New-
York State government showed a heavy inor> aee
in revenues from taxes on corporations. _=--___:

The New-York State Roard of Canvassers n._U_e
a final canvassing of the votes cast in the last
election. ' Congressman Routeile's physician
.was Quoted as saying that he might m-ver fully
recover his mental powers.
CITY..Stocks were strong and higher. .-.

John I). Adams and Harry S. Cornlah were cross-

examined by Mr. Weeks in the Mollneux trial
and the case was adjourned to Tuesday n»-xt.
~-Professor Edwin A. Grosvenor, of Amtierst
College, lectured on the Philippine policy at

Cooper Cnlon and defend· d the American course.
; Five alarms were sent for a fire in the
big wall paper establishment of William Camp¬
bell, at No. 483 East Twenty-fourth··..; several
firemen were sent to Bellevue Hoepltal suffering
from falls and burns, -a. Corporation Counsel
Whalen obtained from Justice Glldersleeve a

.writ of certlcrarl to compel th·· State Land
Board to review Its action on the Astoria grant.
¦ The Rev. Sylvester Malone, rector of Sts

Peter and Paul's Church, In Brooklyn, dici al

liaybreak from pnetTmonla and a complication of
<llse«-_-es. The McOUl University hockey
team, of Montreal, was beaten last night by the
Vew-York Athletic Club team by a acore of 4 t>.

at St. Nicholas Rink after an exciting game.

THE WEATHER..Forecast for to-day: Fair

and colder. The temperature yesterday: High¬
est, 26 degTees; lowest, 19; average, _*2_4.

THE Cl RAN PRISON.
Between a fre« count ry and a country not

Iree the différera· is the prisons. What they
Vontaiu, after whsl trials, under what rondl-
tlons, ?\ i 11 determine beyond question whether

Justice rules and equal laws are iiinmrtially en¬

forced. The praves of the dead repreaeut even

In the most misgovern«»«! countries only a frac¬

tion of jhe wrong an«l the oppreastoii irhlch the

prison hides from view. 'Hie statement of Mr.

fharlton T. Lewis, jiresldent of the New York

State Prison Association, to tlie Secretary of
Nx'tir regarding the condition of Cuban prisons
Irjiuutes the gravest dlshODOT :ind injustice t«·

the Cuban* who bave been intrusted with

responsibility under í.eneral Brooks for en¬

forcement of the laws, and It is not easy to B*e

how he ean escape somo share of blame if th·'

charges of Mr. Lewis are sustained. Tliat th.-y
¦were believed by (b.v.Ttnr GtMMfSl Wood to

have s.mie foundation was indicated by the
fact that he made It his first official duly ft*·
sonally to investigate the prisons, sad they ire
In part eonfirmed by accounts of what ho has

found, it is stat.'d that ii«· win proceed at suce

to a r.idl«al change in tin» administration of

Juntiee. It is likely that he will find it well to

do so lieforo intrusting direction ..f affairs as

Cabinet officers to other Cubans than those win»

have bist rosipned. If such men. select«-«! and
sustained by a large proportion of the Cuban

Inhabitants, have caused and prolonged until
this day a 'bell on earth" in the prisons of

Cuba, ¡is Mr. Lewis asserts, doubts of Cuban

fitness for self-government will bo much In-

creaseli.
It Is gr.it ifjing to know that ln General Wood

the Governili· ¡it has an agent who Is not lu the
lesa! dsnjter of tolerating such alnises to pleas«»
nny «lenient or faction whatever. His con¬

duct ¡n the eastern province gives proof that
be will swiftly put an end to tyranny and op-

' pression in the name of law. no matter how

many officials or laws may have to be swept
.Stray. TÄ rrtadflcnfa personal confidence in

bini also gives aseurame that his conclusión«
will tie sustained by the Knecutlve. For this is

In truth a far more important matter than most

other work with which the Governor General
may have to deal. Freedom from corruption in

\ the enforcement of taxation, freedom from ].I1-
\lnge in the keeping and employment of public
JFiund«. ar«· of Importance, and yet count for

little In respect to the future of the Island com-

pared wljh the admlnletratlon of justice in crim¬

inal case«. Sanitation 1« of high Importance,
bat If * cl«7 moat choose between the yellow

fever and infamous maladministration ln the

courts and the prison«, it might for many rea¬

sons prefer the fever.
The people of Cuba will most surely and

quickly come to know the quality of American
freedom hv its administration of criminal law.

If it i« found by dally experience that the laws

ar«· enforce«! alike with men of all classes and

races and colors, rich or poor, American or na¬

tive, then Cuban« will come to know that Amer¬

ican freedom means Justice If It is found that

liich Influence cannot prevail, nor great wealth.

j nor official prejudice, to place or keep In prison
Without strict regard for Justice any Inhabitant.
accused of Wrongdoing, we mny be sure that

the Cuban people will do honor to American

government, whatever the politicians among

then may say. Nor will they lie slow to con¬

clude thst If lenders nnd officials of their own

cannot establish a freedom which means Justice,
but Americans can, it will be immeasurably
better for them to have the kind of freedom
known In this country.
Sweeping praise or denunciation of races 1«

itself nn injust!«'«· unworthy of Americans. Yet

It would not be honest to ignore the fed that

impartial justice has been less nearly the rule
aiuoli« people of Spanish. Italian or French
speech than in English Bpeaklng countries. The
Dreyfua case was not a sample, and yet it has

a meaning. Laws which make such WTongB
possible are not tolerated where individual free¬

dom and persons] rights are valued as they are

here. To a great exti'iit free government is the

otltgrowth and the product of a desire for

equal Jostles which, It Is believed, no other

form of government so generally secures. But

if Americans are to make it honored as ii should
be they must show that It gives equal justice
as well to .Spaniards or Cuban« as to Ameri¬
cans, and tolerates no abuse «if authority by
those clothed with the administration «>f Justice.
It has been a blot on the American name if the
Cuban prisons are not misrepresented by Mr.

Lewis, but one which General Wood will surely
lose no time In removing.

THE S WIE OLD TRAITOR.
When in 1888 the united States was engaged

In a desperate struggle for solf-pre-i-rvation It

was the ill fortune of New York to be made
conspicuous by Its nob as a lurking place of
treason. The Democracy of that day turned
looee its blatherskites to denounce the war

measures of the Government an»i nid its en-

oml» s. The result wns tho Draft I'iots. which
stain tho city's- history and forever disgrace the
names of those who encouraged the rioters and
those who Battered nnd tolerated ind called

them friends after they bad begun their orgy

of arson nnd morder. A new generation would

be ¦-'lad to bury out of sight that chapter of
New-York life, but some seem bound to make

the- country beüev·· that the metropolis of Amer¬

ica Is still tho sinkhole of Iniquity and treason.

'??? Democracy, which was responsible for the
Draft Riots, still lires nnd controls this long suf¬
fering town. And it still has ¡is blatherskites.
Bo, of conree, we must expect thai no chance
will be missed to disgrace this city In the eyes
of all Americans who love their country. ( Ine

Casskly yesterday Introduired into the Municipal
Council a resolution, which the vice-chairman,
Oakley, rushed through and declared adopted.
Among other things it said:

Th·· Municipal Assembly of the City of NVw-
Tork hereby declares Its pi found sympathy
with th·· Filipinos in their gallant struggle for

Independence, and protests with all earnestness
In the name of humanity Itself aiinlnst th·· on

tlnuatlon of a war which was commenced for
partisan purp ps*··», and has since been conducted
In viola-i·.? of the teachings and spirit of Ameri¬
can Democracy.
Of course· nobody bere.OOt <·?*·? among the

men of blind prejudice, or the honest men mis

Informed, as Lawton charitably described ihe

persons at home behind the Filipinos' guns who

criticise the Government's suppression «f the
Tagals attacking us nobody has anything bul

contempt for tin· Municipal Assembly. The
abolition of that body, as b» Ing t"<> aseless if not
too mischievous to be tolerated, is being con¬

sidered. So when it passes treasonable resolu¬
tions nobody in tiiis neighborhood attaches any

Importance, to it. And for the Information of

ihe rest of the country, which may !»»· pained to
note this appeal t<» Aguinaldo to Kill more Amer¬
icana coming officially from ono branch of the
legislative body of tin- chief city of the land,

we tai·..· occasion to tell them thai it is a body
for the most part componed of small Tammany
politicians, whom even Tammany is ashamed
of. It has been ever sin.·»· its creation at once

tho Joke nnd Ih»- scandal of the community. It

is generally recognised as a conclave »if brawl¬

ers and mischief makers, whose deliberations
on any subject carry about as much weight ns

the utterances of nny chance collection of

thirsty statesmen in the corner of a beer saloon.
So fassidy's sympathy with tho Filipinos is

not of the slightest significance among Amer-
leans.
Rut fnr away ln Luzon the character of th«>

legislatore «>f New-York City may not be un¬

derstood. It may be thought a decent and dig¬
nified institution, and not merely the fine flower

of Tammany, and when eloquent acctuint« of

th!« resolution are Issued In insurgent proclama¬
tion« possibly It may fan the cooling embers
of resistance to new llame, and so make in« es

sary the sacrifice of more Americsu lives before
order ean be restored in the island. Soin«· other
Of our countrymen may go to their death, re¬

peating Lawton's statement: "If I am shot by
"a Filipino bullet If might as well come from
"«.?«· of my own men. becsuse I know from ob
"serrerions, confirmed by raptured prisoners,
"thst the continuance of fighting is chiefly dm·

"to reports that are sent out from America."
Those reports may be only the vaporing of

demagogues, but the Filipinos will not know,
and so lhe treason of the Tammany gangs may
bear its fruitage of «leath to our citizens, just as

it «lid In 1ST..5.

MAKING HASTE TO DO WRONG.

Chtcsffo's desperate bsste to get open Its
dnlnsge cans! is not altogether creditable. En-

terprise In pushing any beneflcent work to com¬

pletion is cbsrscteristk Of thst city and is com¬

mendable. Hut It is not ».imply to get the job
dOM that Chicago Is reported to be making
liaste. It is rather to get it done before any
one has a chance to stop it, as there is fear
BOOM MM will do. The Idea SWUM to be that
some one perhaps a good many ones.will be

injured bj the «-anal, and that on that ground
they will take proceedings against it, wherefore
it is reckoned lhat such action will be less likely
to succeed if it 1« forestalled by the a«tuai com¬
pletion of the work. It is harder to undo an

seeompllsbed fact than to prevent the doing of
it. That is shrewd practice, hut It 1« not
morally eommeudable.
As to the injury that will be done to other

communities there 1« little room for doubt.
Practically, Chicago proposes to foul beyond nil
possibility of use the water of stream« now and
naturally pure enough for u«e. At present the
inhabitants of a Ioni/ ««rie« of towns and a

great stretch of farming lnud. all the way across
the Slate, enjoy the use of the water of the
Do« PlalnoR and Illlnol« rivers. After the canni
they will be deprlv«»«l of such use. Nor will thnt
bi all. Those river», Instead of being, n« at
present, blessing«, will be transformed Into
curse«. Instead of contributing to health, com¬
fort and henuty. they will be sources of dis¬
ease, discomfort and offence to the senses.
If any one doubts that fact let him consider the
present condition of the Passale Hiver below

Pnterson, X. J. What thnt polluted stream Is

Chicngo proposos to make the Des Plaines and

Illinois rivers. No wonder she Is in a state of

trepidation lest some one Interfere with the Job.
It 1« an unworthy performance all around.

Chicago began by fouling h«-r own wnter supply.
Finding that a disastrous practice »he now pro¬

poses to foul that of others. Ilavine: grown
tired of turning lnr own city reservoir into a

cesspool she proposes to transform the chief

waterway of the Stnte Into an open sewer. Wo

suppose she will succeed for a time. But one of

these days she will be compelled to undo what

she 1« now doing. In time people will lesrfl

that to pour nil the filth «if a city into the near¬

est running str«'.'ini is comparable with «lumping
offal Into the public street.

AS TO OLEOMARGARINE FRAUDS.

Two items of news In the papers the «.ther

day. from different sources but appearing simul¬
taneously, were In their conjuncture particularly
suggestive, one was thai extraordinary efforts

wen- b« istv-T made io secure the pardon of two

men who had been sent to jail for violating the

oleomargarine law thnt Is, for removing from

packagM of oleomargarine tbe prescribed marks

by which it could 1m> distinguished from butter,

presumably with the purpose of afterward «=«·??-

lng It as butter. The Other was that In llils

State the Commissioner of Agriculture had in

the year reported to the Attorney General for

prosecution no less then 731 cases of violation
of the agricultural law, s considerable propor¬
tion of them doubtless being oleomargarine
cases, it would se«»m that lf lawbreaklng is

still so common it is scarcely advisable to con¬

done it to uny «legre«· by pardoning tiu.se con¬

victed of it.
There Is, of cours«*, a lot of talk ready for

issuance about ihe virtues of oleomargarineand
Its actual superiority over butter. It has abso¬

lutely nothing to do with the case. The «pies

t¡.m is not whither Putter ..r oleomargarine is

tlie better, but whether the man who wants

butter and nsks for butter and pays for butter

shall have butter or shall be tricked Int.. takln«

oleomargarine Instead, 'rims to trick him is to

deceive him and t.» swindle him, and it would

not palliate the deceit In tbe leas: if it wer··

provi·«! that the slufT palmed "(? upon him was

really better than th«· stufi* be wanted. There
is a commendable way of doing good by st«-niib.

but It is not that way. If such substitution be

countenanced other·« will by snalogy be Justi¬
fied, until we should have to confess that

. . . chalk and ninni nnd pinati r ar· sold t"

the ;.r for bread,
Ano the spirit of murder works In the very

mis of life.

The only safe way Is the honest way the sell¬

ing of every food produci f'.r exactly what It is,

nothing mor·· ami nothing less. It Is a fraud to

sell oleomargarine f.»· butter, and it would i>»· a

fraud io sen butter for oleomargarine, p is a

fraud. nn»l ? dangerous one, t<> sell for pur»·

canned fruits, vegetables nnd what not goods
that nre ''preservedM with salicylic add. bork
a»id or what not. It i* a far worse fraud t.. do

so than it is to seti paste fordiamonds <>r shoddy
for all wool. Instead »>f busying themselves for

the paril..? of knaves ranghi in the act of com¬

mitting sneh frauds, men who have any regard
f<»r business honesty and for the public health

would better devote their energies to detecting
and punishing more of the knaves and to mak

ing th«· punishment for such vlllany sun more

rigorous.

VIEWS OF THE BOER WAR.

We are in daily receipt of letters from readers
of The Tribune and in.m some who »i<> not ap¬

pear to 1»·· readers, or at least noi '«refill read¬

ers, of The Tribune commenting opon tbe
«.".»»nth African war and The Tribune's sttltude
toward it. A few of these fairly representa-

! live, w·· publish from time ?·> Urne. The bulk <>f

them musi necessarily remain unput>llslu-d. We

should ilk.· to prlnl all tii.mmendatory things
that ar·· -.ahí <>f The Tribune's editorial attitude
and ef its new- enterprise,andwe should like aim
t.. give ? nil public bearing to all \\ h.» bare criti¬

cisms to make thereon. Bui newspaper forms
ar»· not elaatlc. Twelve columns of matter will
not go into six columns of space, And the first

duty of a paper is lo give the news After that

is »lune. In these piping times, tbe r<...m lefl f»»r

letters to the 1 "-.IIt«»r is much smaller than G.:··

1 :. l i t « r- linns»·!·', as well as his correspondents,
might wish, our friends and critics, too, who

are sometimes the best of friends should there
fore noi feel aggrieved al the non appearance In

print of their lettera. Their cemplainl on that

s»·..re, if they ·!'. mah any, lies noi against th»·

paper bul against thai law of natural phlloao-
niiy which forbids i\m> bodies to occupy tbe
sume space at the same time.
a few of tinse "rejected addresses" may. how·

«.ver. well be considered in a general and Imper¬
sonal way. Hers Is one from s correspondent
in Chicago, who begins by saying tbat be haa

beeii a pUTChsser and reader of lhe 'tribune
sine·· ihe Aral oumlier, and then proc.is to

make tba extraordinary complain! thai we

"print page after page laudatory and justifying
"as to the British contention, bui no! a word as

"to that of tb«· Boer." w«· fear "nr friend has

been a careless reader. Otherwise be could not

have failed tu lind iti our columns within the

hist few weeks or months a multitude «>f letters,
dispatches, Interviews and Other articles pre¬

sentili:.' the Boer side of tlie controversy with

great fulness To go no further sfleld, we may

recall numerous letters to th«· Editor, some of

them of great length ami conspicuously idaced,
presenting tin· Boec case and som«· ..e them »'fit

Iclslng The Tribune in terms more forcible than

courteous; a review of a book written and pub¬
lished in behalf of th«· Boers far longer than

any review of any book on tin· British side, ami

a letter of great length and detail, printed on

our editorial page, from on·' of the m..st promt«
n« m members of th«· Government of on«· «if the

Poor stat«·«, whose identity we concealed at lii*i

own request but whose name, tf revealed,
would b·· recognised all over th«· world as that

of on«· of the three or four men liest qualified t<>

apeak for the Boers With such facts of record

before ns and him we musi reckon thnt our cor¬

respondent ami some others who write In simi¬

lar tone do The Tribune injustice in saying it

has not fairly presented the Boer side of tint

case.
There nn* others who complain, not thnt we

nr<- unjust to the Boers, but Unit we nre friendly
to England, and do not hesitate to Intimate, even

to say outright, that It Is the bnindeii duty of

every true American to oppose England nt all

Umes an*, on all grounda w.· cannol regard
tholr point ns well mnde. Devotion to one's own

lami dOM BOI necessarily involve hatred of any

other. Such critics nre, we think, eutlVlontly
answered In tbe words of a correspondent who,
referring to one of them, recently said that "If

"England were to (belare war on His Satanic

".Mal»*sty Mr. would be ln entire sympathy
"with the latter and would charge that England
"only wanted t" grab his valuable sulphur mines
"In ilailes!" ? recent shaker on the other sido,
referrin*. to the same sort of critics <»f Qreat
Britain, similarly sai.l: "Why, If th.· »hail were

"to plant hi« standard ln Middlesex and send an

"nrmy to sack London tbey would cry, 'Three

"cheers for the ("rand Old Devil!' 'Hurrah for
"our hlgb souied lender, the Father of Lie·!*"
Nor do these retorts seem extravagant when we

remember how tins»· very critics of England
and, Ini'ld» nlally. of The Tribune -exulted in
the death of (_orrlon nnd applauded the Mahdl
and the Khalifa and publicly wished them suc¬

cess la tbelr careers of unmentionable Infamy.

Wc cnnnot congratulate the Poor« on the cham¬

pí. «Ship Which couples Ibem with the pcrvlshes
of the Soudan and with th·· followers of th«;

Mad Mullah. Nor do we think it would be do¬

ing tlie Boeri any kindness to print sudi lucu¬

brations, purporting to be ln their behalf, but

actually Inspired not by any love for them but

Simply by blind hatred of Fnglaml nnd of the

Anglo-Saxon race.

Whether we shall be able, amid the exigencies
of news recording, to give more or less

«pnce to our correspondents' expression« of opin¬

ions, we shall, as we have hitherto «lone, hold

the balance as true as possible, extenuating
nothing and setting down nothing In malice, so

that at whatever point the record may be closed
It will, so far as our columns are concerned, be

fair and full, containing all accessible facts ami

all essential arguments on both sides, with no

other tinge or bins or prejudli-e than thnt which
Is in favor of the best Interests of the American
Nntlon nnd of Its honorable and beneficent reln-
ttons With other Powers, and for the advance¬

ment of llu'i.t. liberty and civilization throughout
the world.

According to Controller Coler the proposed
Blackwell's I«lan«l Bridge would cost the city
».ver «1820,000 a y«ear more than a tunnel givinj»
substantially the sani«- servîtes. Yet the Mayor

j.r.scs as a friend of economy.

The Ibltlsh army, or rather Its officers nnd
cnniluct, nr»· »>n trial elsewhere than In South

Africa. The hot firs of criticism they are now

experiencing from Continental censors Is con¬

siderably more severe than the Boer fusillade
¡a Olencoe or the Tugels River, r.titain must

pick its flint ati«l try again, learning as It can

from Its enemies both In front and rear.
-s-.

Mr. Edward Atkinson has written a letter in

reply t > fienerai Lawton'·living message whlcb
suggests that he is sensitive about seeing
ghosts.
Now it seprne that somebody beside« the

United stat s und England has an "unwar¬
rantable" war ..? hnnd in the ot.intnn of the
Opposition. President Steyn of the « »ranRe Free

State lias to fno»> a party opposed to his course

In takiiiR Bldfefl with the Transvaal.

PERSONAL

Th» people nf Beveridge, Ken., thought it would
he a graceful thin--, t.» invite s· enter Beveridge, of

Indiana, t.. lecture ¡ti the toe ». But their Invita¬
tion brought the following reply:

? bes to s) thai II Is no) my present or iibi-
!!¦¦'· Intention to enter Ihe lecture Held. Thank-
Ins you for your sungo«.tlon. I am, very respect¬

fully,ALBERT .1 HF.VK.itii>.·,':.

Brastus Franklin Holden, ot Syracuse, whose
..·.· of seventy-three w snnouneed,

rn nt Charlotte, ?. Y He he_-_n life as

and later entered the cul t.usinas«
He ·.·. Ryraeuse Rine
si ; ? .·. fork Rsllroert Ite was ihe fonor of

the Holden ? ByracuM University,
snd gave largely to 11 ·· « 11. · ? ««

A Missouri paper says that Senator Cockrell
keeps in eloeer touch with the people of hi« I
than an] other .??? In the Senate. One ot his

rdlng t., Capitol gossip, in t». read In

the Benate t».« name of every constituent who
sends turn ? petition. Other £*·> n..t.»r-i content

themselves with presemina petitions In nn In-

in this impersonal fiishion they
ted In 'The G??ß-resslonal Record." '··. k-

reiiH way !» different, and when "Th* Record" ap-
tre the ». imi ¦< of his const«

a ith to » sch person thus

? f "The Record," which
pride at the inn

: the voti r ; ? frlei I
f Cockrell f ir Ufi
P:r Charles Nicholson, the «.oie eorvtvtng member

of the G?-· Australian Parliament, hns fust entered
,ir He was tr:

r\r M I» from th··» l'nlverslty of Edinburgh when
Victoria s retri in «t. »rt frocl

.a. io .usti »Ils to preci ? In UM Osford hai
htm ?» ?» »' l. ·· riniti »? of hi» Kifts to

the I'M·.· rsltj of 8] Iney.

THF Til h oF THF. DAY.

"The Worcester Spy" »ay·· "it turns out thnt

the Rlsbl Re» Bfeerschsert, ltl«ho|> <«f the

Indian ti · '-.·· «rho visited Holy Ctom
I'nlli t« In Worcester Ol "· ml ·-r ·'., and

lh« unsuspecting
members of ths I ltd Bl :.l»iits, ws« not

BlslM? M It Is pretty certain

that he wsa none otbsr than a clever ar.·! as-
rasn named Lewts, Th·· man

lin« operated, ? la ? «Id all over the country, hut

«, u» enarta the perl "f ? plstn priest, nml
'

.. shop."
v.»" he ssId thoughtfully; "no polygamy fnr

me."
"Well I should n.v not." she retorted. "I

wouldn't leave n h iir in vour heed."
"Very l!k«-iv." 'hul I watn t thinking

of thst I u.is Ihli k .- f wedding snnlvei
I'· Kotiert s ! He hsa ihr·.» ? y. .r. And BU]
Ju-·
"\V< il'"' she Bald, Interrogativ« '·.

"Suppose one "f thee« polygamtsta should
thoughtlessly mnrrv st euch Intervale that he had

wedding, ·? china redding snd a cryetnl
wedding sii In th« ime >· ?? Snd suppose he
should thoughtlessly rhoose hia wedding daya
ihi» tha snnlven ama in tha »-.-1 r 11 > · «...k.
«-«r own ?.?- smmi n ·' th; end th»>n auppnae that
th« birthdays happened along about th·· asme
Unie, snd the children's birthdays toa snd when
he gol older Ihe grandchildren's ?", no polygamy
f.«r me! Think of hsvlng s visit fr«.m one'a arlvee'
relatives mirlos the h..11.lay aesaonl Oh. I dnn'l

Roberta or the Bultan "f Fnlu a littlo bit."
(Chlcsgo Post.

I>r .1. W, Madera, an Armv surgeon on the Island
of .lolo, writ·«« boms lO Kan»,·!·* ns follows: "My

Chino-Tagalo giri thai ? am treating for paralysie
nf Lot h lower Ilmhs I« now up and walking on

rrutchea Sha had not been ««-it «.f t«ed for alna
monti.«. Waa railed thla morning to «< »· a Nttls
tit... one month old that I« very III with bowel
trout. 1··. Ill« mother I« atsteen y.-nrs old, nml U

feeding the baby condensed milk out of a botti«
Whrit would fOU giva for Its .'hnm-e In this tropical
climats? The people ar«· devout CathoHca nnd
were praying for th«* baby when ? arrivai. Th«

people <it the United States do not know whar

superstition I», l gave the baby a little castor oil
and paregoric, snd Wished for some spiced syrup

..f rhubarb, hut as USSla Hum Is not In the baby
business directly WC do BOt have any on hand.

We expect the ice mnrrlne In two weeks Oh, my!
Think of a cold drink!"

A BALLAD OF VCOETABLEB.
<'.ii'fr\ii¡ Joeeph Meaban, of Oermantown, brother

of tii« venerable Councilman Thomas Meehan,
comiiines agricultural pursuits w-ith the Muses, as
the following contribution proves:

A potato went oui .»? a mash
And sought nn onion bed;

"That's Die for nie!" observed the squash.
Ami .ill the beets turned red.

"Oo 'wer!" the onion, weeping, cried;
"Your love I cannot be;

Th·· pumpkin lie. your lawful bride-
Yon eatiteloupe with me."

Bat onward »till the tuber rsme,
And lay down nt her feet;

"Toe cauliflower by ¡my nnmo
An.l It will smell as wheat;

And I. too, am an early rose,
And you I've com» to seo;

80 dont turnip your lovely nose,
Hut Hplnachat with m<·."

"I »In not carrot all to wed,
Bo go. elr. If you pleaseI"

The modest onion meekly "»aid,
"And lettuce, pray, ha\e peas!

Oo, think that you have nev.-r seen
Myself, or smelled my sltfh;

Too Ioni, a maiden I have been
Tom favors In your rye!"

"Ah. spare a cuss!" the tuber prayed;
"My cberryshed bride you'll be;

You are the only weeping maid
Thot'a currant now with me!"

An»l as the wily tuber apoke
lie caught her by t-urprlse,

And, giving her an artichoke,
Devoured her with his eyea.

--»Philadelphia Record.

AU the Tlohenzollern princes born since 1722 have
slept In s curious old cradle of carved oak. On
the four miles Is carved the text: "Ite hath given
lila angels charge over thoe, to keep thee In all
ills ways'' The Emperor regards this old heir¬
loom somewhat In the light of tx "luck" of the
lloheniollern race, and all his children have one

after the other been cradled ln It.

Hi* Line of Critlelsm.-'? understand," said the
nclghl-or, "that your husband ls a dramatic
critic"
"No," replied the little woman, bitterly; "he ls

even worse than that, lie Is a household critics".
.Chicago Poet,

PREPARFDXFSS FOR WAR.

THE VIEW1 THKHEON °F A YOUNG MAN

WHO WOULD LIKE TO GO.

The Tribune hns received the following letter:

New- York Tribun»
Gentlemen

Having heard of ,.n r.dvertlsement soliciting tho ]
services of War i',,rreipon.lent to represent the

¦aid paper ?a getherlng news and drawing sketches
of the ninnneiivera of war between the Boers and
British In South Africa.
My reasons for asking for this position are OS

fellows.
First I am a young man M years of sgS
S'cond Good Mor »? Charter.
Third Dot.· Prink ,,r Smok·· or Chew.
Fourth. Also know- quit·· a bit about military tao-

tl
Fifth. Mv Father |_ a School '"»mmissloner nnd

the Supt. of a very latge ider-down F ctory.
Sixth. Also I uni ¦ first .lass hers·' back rider.
Seventh. Can give you anj sor· of reference you

wish.
Eighth. I am a good Bttgueler nnd know all the

calls us-d In Artlllerv nnd Cavalry.
Nlneth Can pees ell "Physical Rxamlnatlons end

am fl\e feel and eleven Inches tall and weigh MS
pounds.
Tenth. Am a good rifle shot.
Eleventh. Have a vivid Imaclmtlon and can de.

scrib·· every <lcfalr of ? riatti.
Twelfth. Have knowledge of a military career.

Hoping to hear front yen soon, so ss to be able
to pr< pare f» r the ? .'rue,

I remain
Very Respectfully

A decent regard for the opinions of mankind re¬

fluire« that The Tribune should declare Its rcar-ons

f.»r declinine this temi.ting offer. Th. reasons

may well 1.·· given In connection with certain
thoughts suggested by this letter

First.The young trnn I« to.» young a man. A

war correspondent Is rot usually mad.- directly
eut of a schoolboy, I«et him read 'The I,Ich: Thal
Failed," and be will And out something.
Second· it Is dangerous for so young a min to

take ? -food moral character to war with him.

Many I »d men go to war on both sides, and It Is tio

place for children.
Third If he »loesn't tmoke. drink or clew-, what

does l-.e expect fo do? It often happens In war

that rum and tobaero are the only subsistence to

be had, »nd sometimes thos·· nm scarce.

Fourth "».»ulte a bit" is not enough to know
about military táctica war correspondents must

know absolutely all nhout mlll'ary tactics, snd
they always do. Governments send out Ignoran!
and Incapable generala, i.ut the newspai r^ »ver

send out a correspondent who would r irk below I

ft· Id marshal. If he got hi«, deserts. I.ord Kit
does not like to have correspondents around, for

HM very reason that they nre always exposing bis

lirnorance of military Sffllrs, That Is Just what

they ought to do, of course, and Just whar they
an· there for. hut a general Is In a position to
mak« things uncomfortable for s correspondent, if

h> ch
Fifth The news that th-· writer of this |..|ter

Is the son of ¦ ich ».»? commissioner recalls that
"the smith's colt and the shoemakiT's bairn nre

nve the worst sho«l " The connection Which the

writer Intended between ? "Ider-down Factory"
and u war Is not clear, bu· ,t I« to be feared that

the boy Is too much accustomed to b* Is of eai-e.

if h» hnd been ? cuitóme«, to sleeping In fonr
Inches of water. Tie Tribune would pause bifore

de -lining hl« services
s _th There Is no hs.rn. In being .. food horse-

ba k rider, but it would be more useful If the

pondent were Xpert »it dropp.ng from walls
and riding under piles of coal In freight ears

s veni Thi wri'.er's spelling ¡s reference
·:·..«·!? HO ofh'T Is needed.
Eighth -It was not necessary f..r the writer to

say thai he w a« a good "bugueler." It Is clear

enougl can blow his ovn horn. If know¬

ing nil the artillery rails woul ! enable ths
to call some nrtlllery to the aid of the Hritish, It

mlchl do the Uriti«:» som.· gel. but ir would be
of no especial servi·.-» to The Trilline.

Hlnth and Tenth It must be ..Im'.t'cd that the
writer Is a well grown boy. and that good rlfl··

shooting dots no harm though no -food.
.nth The vivid Imagination is fnr..! What

The Tribut·.· wmts "rom the «en· nf war la news,

not the produci of a vivid linag-lnatlon. The writer

had better simply come to HeW-Yefh and write
»ir bulletins for nome, of tbe other papers. He Is

just the boy they w ·

Twelfth Whose military career Is It of Which
the boy hits a knowll IgS? The Tribu-..· Its.-lf has

a knowledge of Qeneral Bulletta miii'iry career,
and It hi·· confidence In Txird Roberts'» futur,·.

Finally, ss s simple reason, unclasred nnd un¬

numbered, Tlie Trlb ne dees not feel dissatisfied
With It» wsr ««orre»p<-pden'-e Just ns It stnr.de.

.' The Tribune Is glad to get the letter, for It

discloses Oi.it somsbody Is rlr »ulatlng false, r.

; ?bOUI It ? ibOdy !n thl» off!«'·» has evr

hear«! if thai sdvertleement »oii-iting the asrvlcea
of a war «· irrespondent. if any person ts csught
circulating a report that ther» -v.-r v. as BUCh ari

sdvertlsement, he win t..> desìi aith t«. tha full ex¬

tent of the law. Ther.· la no rued of any such

sdverttse-msnt, ave«i if a correspondent were

wanted. All »h·· mambtra of tba regulsr stall are

dying t.· go, and tha most of them ar» trained an«!

experienced war correspondents. A« for outi

every morning when ths Janitor relieves thi
man ha dnda the pai .»;·¦«· ¦'¦ the building

blocked with sppllcsnts for the place, nnd Botas-

timi ¦ hs has to turn the hose on them. An«! then.

BgSln, II would he too expensive fo employ the
writer of this Ieft»r. No newspaper "oul.1 aff««i 1

r.« pay the telegraph tolls on so many capital
letti r«

.4 STATUE OP GARRET A. BOBART.

II,AN* «"»? THF. PROPOSED KEMORIAXi TO TH"

¡.ATI viri: PEBSIDBNT.
I'aterson, I iee. ^ (Spedai) The sub-committee,

«.»imposed of Attorney Qeneral QrlSSa Mayor
Hin« hllffe. K. A Walton. George S Baker, William

Rsrbonr, ? T, Bell, BugOM Stevens.m and Nathan

Bsrnert, sppolntsd to r»'port ·>? the proposed memo¬

risi to vice-president Hobart, last evening reported
t., tin» Ctttsenaf «Omrnlttee that th.-y were of
opinion thnt the memorial sheuld consist of a

bronze statue, life size, nr hemi size, to be placed
Upon a graulte or Other «ton·' ; ..destai, th,· statue

to represent Mr Hobart standing before the United
Btatee Senate. It was further recommended that

th«. statue should be erected In front of the City
Hall. In the centre of th<» city In which Mr. II.»-

1.art's life was spent. The oast of th» proposed BS«

molisi ?« estimste.i ai HB.OM, nnd voluntan
acrlptlona aro nsked for. not alone from Psterson
people, !>iit from tba Vtce-Prealdent'a acquslntsncea
in all parta of the country.

A "CORN ? H" ON THE LYCEUM BU8INE8S.

makaobus or ijbcturi am· cohcmki bvrbaui
(?G.????/.p ron pROTBCTtoN

Buffalo, Dee. 2» Repreeentatlvsa >>f ils ef lhe
largest lyeeuma 'n tin· country, Mid t.. control
shout f» per cent of tlie lecture and t-roncwl busi¬
ness, have affected an orsanlsstlon to be known a«

the Association of American Lyceum Managers,
with the following ofllcers: President, Q«eorgs H.
Hathawsy of the Radpath Bursau; vice-president,
It 1 si ?>t..11 >.f ih" Slayton Bureau; »1 Tetary
and treasurer. R. C. Caldwell, of the Southern Ly¬
ceum Bureau.
Other lyeeuma represented wer·· the Brockway

Lecture Buresu, the Btar Lyceum Bureau and the
Central Lyceum Bureau. The object nf ib asso¬

ciation as explained by Becrttsry Caldwell is
mutual interest and protect!« a.

LOVING CUP FOR SURROGATE YABNUM,

PRSSUBNTRO ?? him ?? THS ?µ??.???« OP III-«

OPTICS.
Th» attaches of the lurrogate'a office yesterday

presented to Surrogale v.irtium. who retirée from
oftVe to-day, a loving CUP as a testimonial
of their feelings toward him u.? their regret at
his departure. The .up Is I fast 8 inches In h< Igbt
it win inter on he auttabty engraved
The presentation was mule b-, «le.irg.· I·'. Scan-

neu administration clerk and Tammany lender of
the xxv-th Aassmbly Dtatrlct.
¦urrosate Vanillin responded and wlshe.l all the

clerks a happy n»'w rear.
The Surrogate will leave Ni'wd ork to-.'ay for a

short vacation at Hot Springs. It Is understood
that he will resume the practice of law on his
return nnd w'll make ? specialty of acting as
counsel tn the Surrogate's Court and In corporation
cases.

MM, CLEVELAND'S DOCTOR Makes DENIAL,
Princeton. ?. J.. DOS ·¦- Numerous Impilrles

continue to he made from different parts of the
country ln regard to the condition of ex-1'resldent
Cleveland, who has been confined to his homo for
some time by Illness.
Dr. Wlkoff, who Is attending Mr. Cleveland, re¬

pent.«1 to-day his stnt»-ment of BOvSrsI «lays ago
that the ex-f*rr»tdent was suffering from a Bavera
attack of rheumatism, which at times kept him In
bed and made it difficult for him to mora about
I«r Wlkoff rlenles the report that alarming; symp¬
toms have developed In the Illness of Mr. Cleve¬
land.

MUSIC.
THF CIIItlSTMASTIDE "MESSIAH.*·

The fashion of commenting on the annual Chtrlat»

mastido performance of Handel's "Messiah" Is get-
ting decidedly old and shopworn, but there Is no

lack of something to sny, as a rule, on the manner

of performance. Unhappily, the most that can be

said with nny pertinency, nfter the conventional

remarks about the singers of the solos, Is ln the

way of regret or complaint, according to the humor

of the commentator, that the fine old choruses wero

sung in th.· humdrum styl·· tnat makes tho annual

performance of the oratorio a religious function

with a suggestion of sackcloth and ashes obtruding
Its.'f at Intervals. The devotion of an audience

numerous enough by its patronage of the two per¬

formances which we hear every year to keep the

Oratorio Bo lety alive is an element in the cas*

calculated to estop oriti« l«m. or at least to "aggra¬

va!·" it to a gentle roaring, and so the humdrum

performances keep on throughout the Kngllsh

¦peaking world, which. Just now, Is disposed to

think a goo»l deal of Itself. These, and other con¬

sidérât ions, made yesterday's performance of the

sublime oratorio by the Oratorio In parts gratify¬
ing anil refreshing. The choir has t..·· n considerably
reduced, but If the reduction was noticeable to th<¦>

ear It was in an augmentation of the volume and

an Improvement in the quality of the tone.

This would app. ar to bs a paradox if experience
had not shown it to be t!)·· usual restili of the

.,- out procesa which Is periodically neces¬

sary to prevent stateness and stagnation from

Selling upon «very lame staging society. The choir

was splendidly effective vest, play, although it was

an afternoon performance at which, as a rule, the

pau.lty of men's voices makis Itself fell to t:.-

fruition of all «ymnvtry between the choral

\.'I' 'S.

Tin· solo parts were also excellently placed, Mme.

Oadskl singing the -oprano airs. Miss Grace Free-

ton tb·· contrail », Mr. '»>· -r.:·· Hamlin the tenor and

Mr. Blspham the bass. ???. Qadskl's voice and

skill In VOCallSattOfl cause surprise ever and anon

whl n b.ard in th.· employ of music with which the

piibll·· ar·" not Inclined t»> .. late MM who ls

specifically an operatic artist, and yesterday mad·:

r.o .? leptlon, whatever deficiency there was in her
work being due. as it seemed, to want of famili¬

ari';.', understanding and sympathy with ·!·.·¦ musi?.

It Is Philistinism, of course, t.. say so. but ther·· Is

more than music In "I Know That My I'.· deemer

Llveth." Miss Preston sane acceptably, if not

strikingly, displaying a good voice and honest In¬

tentions, and Mr. Hamllr. well, though he could not

11,.· drs ma · ·' a-.an<led by
"Thou «halt break them" Mr BtSphatn phased

greatly, and with Justice. Many of Mr. Frank

Damrosch's tempi were amazingly and, perhaps,
unpardonably fast

"F.MST·· ?? Tin: OPERA.
Contentment must be found this morning with s

mere recording of the fact that "Faust" was per¬

formed nt the opera Last night, v.ith Mme. Ca v'

In the part of the heroine, M. Alvares as Faust,

Signor Scotti as Valentine, M. Kdouard de Ueszku

as MephlStopbeles, and our old time, lncon.-e n-

tlal friends, Mm... Mantelli and Mlle. Bauermelster,
as Siebel and Marta respectively. After Mme.

Calvé'a exhibition thre«· years ago of her ability to

Invest what is unquestionably the most conven¬

tional r.Mn In the entire operati-· repertory with a

tew and even strange Interest, It will not do to

attempt a discussion of last night's perforrr.an ··*»

aft-r the hour at which It closed. All that M
Said, as adding new laurels to those, won hy the
gifted nrtlst !.. ? ' fore, Is that not the leas', amaz¬

ing part of her work last night was the aba I

from a musical as well ns a dramatl- ? 1 ·

ot view, of hur stngtng. M Alvares r ,- .·· ? ,

dreadfully immusì .1 performance in the cone rei

music of the garden scene, and Signor s.-o::i

strengthened the g'>od Impression which he made
ln "Poo, Giovarmi."

MILES TO PRECEDE DEWEY.

»PROGRAMMS V"n THI* PRESIDENTI HEW
TEAR'S RECEPTION ANNOUNCED.

Washington, ?· tt Bt .retar.' Forter returned
from ' ¦; 1 fave out the pi »-

me for the Hew Year's rece, tlon at the White

Houae. It does not differ materially from those

of former years, nnd Is a. follows:
n n m. Ths members of tho Cabinet; the Pip-

lomntie Corps,
11:15 a. m. The Chief Justice and the Associar-»

the S :pr·· oie ? '..uri of the Ci
the Judaea of the United Hut. s Court of

Ctatma; the Judges of the C in of Appeals; the
Judges of the Supn m» tl "- rtct of

»la; ex-Cabinet mem ax-Mlntsters
L'i Ited Bl
·. !.. » nators, Repi Ivea and Dele-

gatea In t'oi Comi »nd Judicial
f the 1 .'.--riet of

11 i" » m »it.rs of th» Army; officers of the
Navy; officerà of the _. .nmandlng
Ucneral and General Stai) of the mllltla of the
Dl --i! t r I'olumbla.
12 m Th·· Regents snd ai

' the Smi'h-
soninn Institution; the Comn I Fisheries-
Civil Service ('ommlsslon ; the Interstate Comi
Commission; the » Omml ·.

Secretaries of departments; Asslstani G

?? neral; tt;.· Solicitor O» Attorn« ya
;.-n· r il; ·:.. 11 tsurer of the L'nll ' 'om-

mlssloner of i'· nslons; Conn
Contro Currency; th«· bends ot bureaua
in the several departmenta; the prea I of the

Columbian institute f-r the Deaf and Dumb.
1_:IS n m The Associated Veterans of the Meal-

cm war; the Orand Army of the Republic; the

Mi'.ltnrv Order of-·**"*.·-- Loyal Legion of the ? nited
Btati thi L'nlon Veteran Legion; Spanish War

Veterana; the membera o( th·· Oldest Inhabitants*
District of

¦:, R< pptlon of citisene, -Oii-h win ter-

mlnate at 1 M p. m.

The programme ?« accepted as settling all ·?·.?»ß-

tlons of pn ¦'¦ «t official rscsptlona of the

three bran, lies of ths military servies, the Army,
tho Naw and the »tarine Corps. According to th·

tmme th« departments rank in tha
? trius adhering to the custom estai

many yeara ago of placing them in line accol

?., teniorlt] of organisation. Although the

in tiris year's programme ;s the same as in previ¬
ous v.irs. it .liffers from ..u ii-· predecessors in that

It specifica in order "officerà ««f th·· «Army, officerà
of the Navy, ofllcers "f th·· «Harina «Orp»." .· .

whereas, m all previous programmes the same
order «a-» maintained under the general statement
of "ofllcers of ih.· Army, Naw an ! M itine , -."

fore, If Major Qeneral Sir.es. ths bead I
Ann·, and Admiral Dewey, ih·· head of tire Navy,
pay (¡.«u- respecta ?«, the President aa Commander
in Chief ef the Army snd the Navy on New Year's

Day, th.-y will take their places tn line in the

..rb r nsmed, »ne at the head of th.· military brunch
ami the other at the hesd of tn.· nsvsL As women

bave no place in tn·· line with the Army. Navy or

M trine Corps, nn question will ari.-».· on thai occa¬

sion as between atra. Mlles snd Mr-». Dewey,
?

WELL KNOWS VI8ITOR8 LEAYE OLD POINT.

it AMD MRS. VANDKRSILT 00 SOt'TH.

SENATOR Al.I.is..? RKTURNS TO VTASB«

IMOTOM fiPBABBB RBMDERSOM ON

Till·: way t? NEW«YORK.

Newport News. Va, Dee. 20 (Speciali lit, and

Mr«. Cornsttua Van.ierbiu starici in thetr prives·
¦¦nr Ibis nio-nlng for the South an.I will go directly
t«. Florida, it ?« sin·.·,!. The cu· waa brought over

from «>i.I I'.uiu Comfort on the Chesapeake snd
Ohio, and from here tr arsa sent over to Portsmouth
on a .aiir·.1.1 barge There it was attached t.» th*»

southbound train over the Seaboard Air
l'in· part) of members of Congress which has been

at Old Point for two daya went awaj to-day. s.-n-
ator Allison, accompanied by Bear-Admiral Ko.l-

i' s ?. and Captain Bohle) D. Evans,
G. S ? went t.» W.««liliigton on the Bl
- eami r. Senator ?? 11<. ?? ? ski r Henderson ani th··

:· of 'h·· party started this mornlns over the Cape
«'liarle, rom.· for Philadelphie and New·York, it is

understood thai the party will eiop i;1· Philadelphia
?.» make a.i inspection of the Cramp shipyard.

DR. ?? Itil.S SOT TO PBBACB TO MORROW.

WIM, PROBABLY. IBMD A DBFINITB STATrMFTNT

ro grain prom pbimcbtom.
The Rev, Dr. Qeorgo T. Purves. who on Thnrs-

.lay received the fermai call to the Fifth Avenue

Presbyterian cirir. h, aill aot occupy his now

pulpit till two vessa from to-morrow, At tho
inoining service In tbo Ftrsl Presbyterian Church,
In Princeton, to-morrow, it was said last night, he
will acquaint ids congrégation with his decision
to 1-av.· them to cune to New-York, and BO formal
notice of bla acceptance of the call to this city is

rape« t·? until after Sunday, it is fully under¬
stood, however, ;i...i he has made up ir«·· mind to

com«·. Several members ot the Session of the With
Avenue Church who wer·· seen yesterdey sail as

much. They de noi care to embarrass in·. Purves,
however, by making anv premature announcement.
Princeton, M, J., Tier. 29 (Special).- Pr. Turves

when seen hern to-night «aid that nothing would
be given out here or in Nsw-York to-night. It Is

probable that he will send a definite statement
to-morrow night.

-4}-
THE MICHIGAN LYING TO AT BEA.

l'-illadelphln. Dec. 29.- The British steamer Le
Co«·,, from Hln>e, arrived nt Marcus Hook, a fow

miles below here, to-day, and reported having
BOO·* D the Hrltlsh si,anni Michigan, from Hostoit
I-eceniber tt for Liverpool. In latitude 41:07 north,
longitude 56:15 west, on December 2«5. pointing west¬
ward and lying to with engines stopped. The Mich¬
igan bUr.au.icd that she did not require assistai.·;·.


